
Archipelago 
a group of islands clustered 
together - The Bahamas 
and the Florida Keys are 

examples of an archipelago. 



er 

bay 
a part of the coast where 
the land curves in creating  

an area of water surrounded 
by land on three sides 



er 

beach 
a formation made of sand, 
rocks, seashell, and other 
sediment located along the 

shoreline of a body of water  



butte 
land form with steep sides and 
a pointed or small, flat top - A 
butte is what remains after a 
mesa is worn away by nature. 



er 

canal 
a man-made channel of 

water for boats to travel 
through or to carry water 
from one place to another 



Canyon 
a deep valley with very steep 
sides, usually carved into the 
earth by moving water such 

as a river or glacier 



Cave 
a naturally formed opening 

under the Earth’s surface - 
Caves often have openings in 
the side of a mountain or cliff 



cliff 
the high, steep face of a 

rock that overhangs water 
or land below - Cliffs are 

often found along the coast.  



er 

delta 
an area of low, flat land 
where a river divides into 

several smaller rivers before 
flowing into the sea 



dune 
a hill of loose sand formed 

by the movement of wind or 
water - Dunes are often 

found in deserts or beaches. 



er 

glacier 
a huge mass of slowly moving 
ice that covers a large area 

of land - Glaciers are formed 
from compacted snow. 



Hill 
a landform that rises higher 
than the surrounding land - 

Hills are not as steep or 
as high as mountains. 



Island 
an area of land completely 
surrounded by water on all 
sides - Hawaii and Australia 

are examples of islands. 



Isthmus 
a narrow strip of land that 
connects two larger land 
masses - An isthmus also 
has water on two sides. 



er 

lake 
a large body of water 

completely surrounded by 
land - Lakes may contain 

fresh or salt water. 



Mountain 
a landform that rises much 
higher than the surrounding 
land - Mountains have steep 

sides and a distinct peak.  



Mesa 
a land form with very steep 
sides and a flat top, usually 
found in dry areas - Mesas 

are not as large as plateaus. 



er 

ocean 
the vast body of salt water 

that covers most of the 
Earth’s surface - It is divided 

into 5 named oceans. 



Peninsula 
land surrounded by water 
on three sides - Florida  

and Alaska are both 
examples of peninsulas. 



Plateau 
a broad, flat area of land 
that is higher than the land 
around it - simply, a large hill 
or mountain with a flat top 



river 
a large, natural flow of 
water that empties into 

the ocean, a sea, a lake, 
or another river 



Valley 
a low area of land located 
between two mountains or 
hills, often with a river or 
stream running through it 



er 

volcano 
a hill or mountain with an 

opening at the top through 
which lava, hot gas, and ash 
are expelled from the Earth 



er 

waterfall 
a cascade of water formed 
when a river flows over a 

precipice - They are often 
found in mountainous regions. 


