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use the following link to submit answers - http://
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text is found in the categories listed with the link

NAME - ______________________________________! ! Date _____________

1. What is death - 

2. What is-was the purpose of a death mask:

3. Death masks were used in phrenology, what was the purpose for phrenology:

4. In olden times, what were the signs of death - 

5. In medieval times, why was a candle held near a person’s mouth?

6. Anatomist Jacques-Benigne Winslow in 1740, recommended that resuscitation should 
be attempted on seemingly lifeless patients by these various methods:  

! a. ! ! ! ! ! ! b.
 
! c. ! ! ! ! ! ! d. 

7. The fear of pre-mature burial initiated the invention of this device?

8. What invention insured a person’s cells would remain alive even in the absence of a 
heatbeat? 
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DEATH ONLINE - WHAT IS DEATH
9. Summarize the legal, religious-cultural, and clinical definitions of death:

10. What did Lord Chesterfield state about death . . . 

11. Safety coffins typically used what sensible method of communicating a person 
was buried alive? 

12. A 1995 model of the safety coffin incorporated what methods of notifications: 

13. When was the stethoscope invented? _______________
14. What does the term ‘stethoscope’ mean? _______________
15. What was a monaural? _________________
       ____________________________________

religious~cultural - legal - clinical - 



DEATH ONLINE Name _________________________

use the following link to answer questions from the 
Decomposition link at the Death Online website -                    

http://australianmuseum.net.au/Decomposition-Body-Changes

Body Changes

1. When does death begin?

2. How quickly do brain cells die?
3. How long do muscle cells survive after brain cells have 

died?

4. How many hours after death before a body is cool to the 
    touch?

5. Define rigor mortis.

6. How long after death before rigor mortis ceases?

7. Grave wax, also known as 
________________________, is      

    described as: 

8. State three ways a body might be preserved:
! a. 
! b. 
! c. 

9. What are the most aggressive flesh feeders?

10. Yes / No  Can flies burrow into the ground/

11. List three ways bacteria can be prevented from 
decomposing a body:

! a. 
! b. 
! c. 

12. How quickly can a body exposed to the elements be 
reduced to bone?
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1. William Tegg stated that one can 
judge the character of people based 
upon what? 

2. Do animals mourn death? 

3.The word burial literally means:

 

4. Who were the first to bury their 
dead? 

5. What does the word cemetary 
mean? 

6. Were people allowed to bury their 
dead within city walls? 

7. Where did ancient Greeks bury 
their dead? 

8. In olden times, who were 
criminals feed to?

9. On Devil’s Island, at what time of 
day were criminals feed to 
sharks?

10. To some, a body is no longer of 
value once this has left? 

11. Native Americans were known to 
place the dead here?

12. Well preserved bodies are 
sometimes called this?

13. Unlike a skeleton or fossil, a 
mummy retains portions of this 
substance?

14. What tribe is known to be the 
first to mummify a body?

15. Disposal of a body by fire is 
known as  . . .

16. In what culture was cremation 
known as a status symbol?

17. The spread of what religion put a 
stop to cremation?

18. Cremation also brought about a 
shortage of this material?

Burial
Death Online - Disposing of the Dead

use the following link for answers to the questions - http://australianmuseum.net.au/Disposing-of-the-dead

NAME - ______________________________________



1. State the difference between a morgue and a mortuary.

2. Define embalming?

3. Use the link ‘Who Works at a Morgue’ - what skills do 
pathologist possess?

4.What percentage of the 128,000 people who die in 
Australia are sent to a morgue?

5. List the seven types of death that would be submitted to 
a morgue for investigation

a.      b. 

c.      d. 

e.      f. 

g. 

6.

Morgue - Mortuary
 Use the following link to submit answers - http://australianmuseum.net.au/Morgues-
and-mortuaries, remember to use the link - ‘What Happens After Death’ to find topics

NAME - ______________________________________! ! ! DATE __________________
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1. What is an autopsy? 

2. Who performs an autopsy?

3. How long after death is an autopsy performed?

4. List 3 levels of autopsies. 

5. List four benefits of an autopsy. 

a. 

b. 

c.

d. 

6. How long ago where Greeks performing autopsies. 

7. In what year did Giovanni Batista Morgani publish the first comprehensive book on 
autopsies?

DEATH ONLINE - THE AUTOPSY  - http: //autralianmuseum.net.au/autopsies

NAME _____________________________ DATE ______________



The Autopsy
8. Click the ‘Interactive Autopsy’ link, what is lividity and what can it indicate to a 

pathologist? 

9. What happens to the top flap of skin during the Y incision?

10. Describe the stitching of an autopsy.

11. Can a person object to an autopsy? 

12. List the 8 instruments used in an autopsy:

a. 	 b. 

c. 	 d.

e. 	 f. 

g.	 h. 

13. What instrument is used to remove the skull? 
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DEATH ONLINE QUIZ
Name _____________________________

Mark an A for true and a B for false. 

           1. Death is a process? 

           2. The safety coffin was created in order to appease anyone who thought they might  
               accidentally be buried alive?

           3. The term ‘steth’ literally means heart?

           4. The legal definition of death involves both circulation and brain activity?

           5. The morgue is the location where embalming and preparations for burial takes place. 

           6. Organs removed during an autopsy must be returned to the deceased. 

           7. The term ‘embalm’ literally means impregnate. 

           8. Autopsies are also known as ‘ante-mortem’ exams.

           9. The initial incision of an autopsy is in the shape of a Y.

          10. The organs removed in an autopsy are legally required to be returned to a victim’s family.

Multiple choice.

           11. How did King Lear attempt to determine death?
                a. noxious odors
                b. loud noises
                c. by placing a glass or mirror near a person’s nose or mouth
                d. by placing foul tasting substances in a person’s mouth

           12. Which choice is not a type of autopsy?
                 a. selective
                 b. complete
                 c. objective
                 d. complete

!



          13. Which would not be a reason for an autopsy to be performed?
                a. died unexpectedly
                b. died from an accident
                c. died of a heart attack
                d. died while in state care

          14. The word autopsy originated from the Greek and means  . . .
                 a. seeing for oneself
                 b. to look inside
                 c. to determine
                 d. what hides underneath

          15. Who stated, “There is perhaps nothing else so distinctive of the condition and character 
                 of a people as the method in which they treat their dead?”
                 a. Lord Byron
                 b. William Tegg
                 c. King Lear
                 d. Jacques Winslow

           16. The word burial originated from the Anglo Saxon and means  . . .
                 a. to dispose of
                 b. to look inside
                 c. to determine
                 d. to conceal

           17. Who were the first to bury the dead?
                a. Romans
                b. Greeks
                c. Neanderthals
                d. Persians

           18. In ancient times, cremation was . . .
                 a. the manner in which the poor were disposed. 
                 b. considered to a way in which to rid a society of criminals. 
                 c. taboo amongst various religious beliefs. 
                 d. the preferred way in which to send the soul to the afterworld. 

           19. The name mummy comes from the Arabic word, mumia, which means
                 a. to preserve
                 b. to conceal
                 c. bitumen
                 d. hidden

           20. Which was done first, burial or cremation?
                 a. burial
                 b. cremation
              
             


